Research Funds Competition

The IB Graduate Program Fellowship Committee has funds that are allocated competitively to graduate students to help them achieve their career goals.  Please note that any award you receive is taxed.  

Research Funds 
The maximum amount of funds available per student is $12,000 over their entire graduate program career. Students can apply every fall and spring for funds for research (use the form below to request research funds, including research-related travel, e.g., travel to a field site). For travel to conferences or workshops, use the separate form to request travel funds (i.e., do not include conference-related travel in the budget of the below proposal form).

Please note that these funds are not guaranteed but are awarded on a competitive basis; the IB Graduate Program Fellowship Committee will evaluate each section of your research proposal for Merit, evaluate each item of your Budget, and take into consideration the Letter-in-Support from your supervisor. There is no guarantee that all applications will be funded or that every student will be awarded the maximum of $12,000 over their career. Besides assessing the quality of the proposal, the committee will also take into account the applicant’s compliance to the various milestones in the graduate program, as outlined in the current handbook. For example, students should have taken their qualifying exams in a timely manner, presented a research talk each year after being admitted to candidacy, and submit both the annual assessment form and the results of the yearly meeting of the dissertation committee.

Letter of Recommendation
You are required to have your supervisor submit a letter in support of your application.  The letter should explain the relationship between your proposed research and your mentor’s research interests.  You are responsible for ensuring that your supervisor’s letter is submitted by the deadline.  

Research Grant Proposal
Directions: Enter your information into this form in the appropriate boxes (the text will wrap). Save the completed application (including CV) as a single PDF and email to the Graduate Administrator.

	Name:
	
	EID:
	
	Semester/Year:
	



	Date most-recent Annual Assessment or Mentoring Plan was completed & submitted: 
	



	In Candidacy? 
	Yes     No



	For applicants in Candidacy: 
Date of most-recent annual dissertation committee meeting and report submitted: 
Date and venue of most-recent research seminar presented: 
	



Impact: Include one 2-line sentence that answers the question: "If the research proposed here is successful, how will it impact your graduate-student progress and impact your research field?" (e.g.: The proposed research contributes to Chapter 2 of my Dissertation, and tests the novel hypothesis that …).
	Impact: 




Summary of research proposed below, written for an audience of non-experts: Summarize in 5 lines or less the purpose of your research, its significance, and expected advance for your research field.
	




Proposal Narrative: Provide a description of activities to be supported by the requested funds, responding to all the specific points listed below. Approach this as if you were writing a section of a grant proposal to obtain funds from a federal granting agency, jargon should be limited to what a smart biology undergrad would know, and you should write for an audience of non-experts. Feel free to include figures in your proposal. Do not list all the research aims of your dissertation research, but only the aim(s) that you plan to address with the funding requested below. If you submitted a research proposal previously to your graduate program and this proposal was funded, explain (a) how you used the prior funding; (b) what products were generated (e.g., manuscript, oral or poster presentation, software); and, if applicable, (c) how the new research proposed here builds on this prior funded research. Limit your total description to 3 pages or less (excluding the references), using Times New Roman, point 11, single-line spacing, 1-inch margins.  Proposals longer than 3 pages will not be read.

--- The 3-page space limit starts here -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Research Question, Significance, Novelty: Explain and state the biological question(s) being addressed and its significance in the context of your research field.  Emphasize the novelty of the proposed research.
	




Research Strategy & Rationale: Describe the proposed experiment(s) and the rationale behind them: how will the results help to address the question(s) highlighted above in the introduction. State specific hypotheses, if available. For hypothesis-driven research, explain the logical links between Question  Hypothesis  Test/Experiment  Predictions/Expected Results. Exploratory research to obtain preliminary data and evaluate feasibility of possible lines of inquiry for a project is also acceptable.
	




Methods: For each question/hypothesis, describe the methods that will be used to collect data.
	




Analyses: Describe how the data will be analyzed (include statistical analysis), and discuss expected results supporting/refuting the hypothesis to be tested.
	



--- The 3-page space limit ends here ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Make sure the bracketed preceding section of your research proposal does not exceed 3 pages total. Proposals longer than 3 pages will not be read.


Literature Cited: List complete references (no space limit for this section on references).
	





Budget:  Create a specific budget for your anticipated needs, detailing how much money is needed for each part of the project. Round off each amount to the nearest $10 in your budget. Be aware that there is a cap of $2,500. Receipts for all expenses must be turned into the Graduate Coordinator and are required before one can apply again for research funds.

Example:
	Materials & Supplies
	

	Equipment
	

	Travel for research purposes
	

	Other 1 (please list)
	

	Other 2 (please list)
	

	
	

	Total $$:
	



Budget Justification:  Explain briefly the justification for each item listed in your budget.
	





CV: Append to this proposal your most recent version of your CV, including your academic background, your year in the graduate program, and the name of your supervising professor(s). Save the completed application (including your appended CV) as a single PDF and email to the Graduate Administrator.
